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National Geographic American Government 

Description and Features 

National Geographic Learning/Cengage 

 This course is often a year-long, core course but can also be a 6-month 
elective for high school juniors or seniors. 

 When we meet for the live demonstration, we will review thoroughly how 
MindTap, the online portal for teaching and learning, is organized.   To set 
the tone and open the course there is a moving dedication to Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and a Forward by Susan Goldberg, Editor in Chief, National 
Geographic Magazine. These are exclusive to National Geographic Social 
Studies materials. 

 Units 1-9 are in the MindTap Learning Path along with the Citizenship 
Handbook and the Citizenship Handbook for the Teacher (teacher view). 

 The Citizenship Handbook for the Teacher is a new feature! The Teacher’s 
Edition of the Handbooks focus on the primary sources and provide guided 
questions and a Think About It section to improve implementation of 
handbook. 

 Under GENERAL RESOURCES, the content is plentiful.  There are many 
literacy-building components to further students’ skills and prepare them 
for college or their next journey milestone.  Everything is well organized 
and thoughtfully prepared.   

 National Geographic Article Library 
 PowerPoint Library 
 Citizenship Handbook Student and Teacher 
 U.S. Presidents Handbook: concise information such as the 

screen shot below on our 21st President, Chester A. Arthur.   

          

 Supreme Court Cases Handbook  
 Vocabulary Words by Chapter 
 English and Spanish Academic Vocabulary 
 English and Spanish Glossary 
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 Upon clicking on a chapter, the Learning Path (for the teacher) is replete 
with all the assessment (tests A and B to address diverse learners), 
ELA/ELD connections, Primary Source Analysis, Key Terms and Concepts, 
PowerPoint slides for the chapter, and Review Answers. 

 Students may answer Historical Thinking Questions (for each lesson) 
online through MindTap for grading and gradebook placement.  

 The STUDY GUIDE offers lesson by lesson summaries and questions for the 
student to make sure they understand the content of the chapter. 

 Each chapter has at least one National Geographic authentic article to 
view the content through the eyes of National Geographic. 

                 

 Also part of MindTap are the assignments, gradebook, customization, and 
reporting features.   

 This is a content-rich course, with updated information about Supreme 
Court cases and judicial appointments, election results, learning tools such 
as ELA/ELD connections, tests at two levels, and study guides. MindTap is 
new, feature-rich, intuitive, and integrates with LMS and Google 
Classroom solutions. 


